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Because Parkway's school district covers such a large area, one challenge Parkway faces is getting all of its students to school. In
order to overcome this challenge, Parkway employs bus drivers to pick up students every morning and drop off students every
evening. These bus drivers are: Brenda Case, Joe Felver, Matt Fisher, Jim Hamilton, Jack Hamrick, Dennis Hockett, Lynn Hughes,
Camille Lautzenheiser, Lucus Minnich, Kevin Morton, Jami Ponstler, Annette Spindler, Nick Steinke, Trey Stover, and Ryan Twigg.
Without these bus drivers, Parkway would be unable to get all of its students to school. Because of the vital service they provide,
Parkway's dedicated bus drivers are a crucial part of the staff at Parkway.

Parkway's bus drivers take on many responsibilities and  meet many qualifications that allow them to provide bus service to the
students in Parkway's school district. The first responsibility bus drivers have is to be on time every morning so that they can pick
up students and get them to school on time. The bus drivers arrive at the school at 6:15 a.m. and perform a check of the bus. When
checking the bus, bus drivers make sure the bus is safe and clean for students. After checking
the bus, each bus driver begins his or her route. Each route ranges from 45 to 70 miles and
takes the bus driver about an hour and a half to cover. The bus drivers then repeat this same
routine in the afternoon when they drop students off after school. Along with all of these
responsibilities that each bus driver has, each of them has also had to meet numerous
qualifications to become a bus driver. First, bus drivers must have a CDL-B license. On top of
that, bus drivers must also have a school bus endorsement and a passenger endorsement. Finally,
bus drivers must pass a physical examination each year. Meeting all of these qualifications and
taking on all of the responsibilities of a bus driver is a difficult task, which shows just how
dedicated the bus drivers at Parkway are.

Often, bus service provided by schools is taken for granted because a lot of people don't realize
the hard work and dedication necessary to be a bus driver. However, without the bus service
that bus drivers provide, parents would have to carry the burden of getting their children to
school, and many students wouldn't even be able to make it to school. Because of their
dedication to students, bus drivers help make it possible to give students the opportunity of
education. Along with transporting students before and after school, bus drivers also transport
students to sporting events and other extracurricular activities. Furthermore, Parkway is always
looking for additional bus drivers to drive for these extracurricular activities and to act as
substitute bus drivers. If you are interested in driving for these activities, contact Dennis Hockett
at 419-363-3045 ext. 705 or at hocketd@parkwayschools.org.

Contacting Bus Drivers
As a reminder, if you need to talk to a bus driver, please send a note with your student to give to the bus driver. The driver will then
contact you. If you are unable to send a note with your student, please contact the transportation department, and they will have the
bus driver contact you. Transportation can be reached at 419-363-3045 ext. 705. For the safety of students on the bus, state law
prohibits any non-authorized passengers from getting on a school bus.

Bus Drivers Play Vital Role at Parkway

Upcoming Events

March 1: Athletic Boosters
meeting @ 7:00 p.m. in the
Community Room

March 7: Washington D.C.
chaperone meeting in
auditorium @ 6:00 p.m.

March 18: End of 3rd  Term

March 19: High Five
Spring Carnival
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Dear Students, Parents, and Community Members:

With Old Man Winter being so calm this year, Parkway has only had two cancellations. The first day was made up with a
Blizzard Bag day and the second day was made up on February 12. If Parkway delays or cancels many conditions factor
into the decision. Poor driving conditions such as ice, blowing snow, and fog as well as frigid cold temperatures may cause
a delay or cancellation. If school is not in session, the building will not be open for community members to walk. Individuals
can receive text alerts or emails for delays and cancellations by subscribing to Parkway Text/Email Alerts under the Parent
tab on the Parkway Local Schools home page at www.parkwayschools.org.

In the next few months, most of our students will be participating in annual state testing. Our students and teachers are
working very hard to prepare for these tests. If you have students taking a test, please make sure they receive plenty of sleep
the night prior to the test and have a good breakfast the morning they are tested.

As I have stated in the past, when you see me throughout the district, I am always open to ideas or just good conversation.

Greg Puthoff, Superintendent

From Superintendent’s Office….

A screening for 3, 4, and 5 year olds of the Parkway Local School District will be held at the Rockford United Methodist
Church on Friday, April 15, 2016. We will be screening children in a variety of developmental areas. Possible screenings
include vision and hearing acuity, fine motor coordination, speech and language development, visual and auditory memory/
perception, and general knowledge. Your child does not need to be enrolled in a preschool to come through the screening.

If you are interested in having your child screened, please call your elementary school secretary at 419-363-3045, ext. 720,
by April 8, 2016 to register.

This is a free service provided by your local school in cooperation with the Mercer County Educational Service Center.

Preschool Screening to be Held at Rockford United Methodist Church

Registration for summer baseball, softball, coach pitch, and tee ball leagues is beginning for Rockford, Wilshire, and Mendon.
Below is registration information for each town:
Rockford
Ages: 4-15
Registration Deadline: March 12
Forms available at Parkway Elementary and Middle School Offices, Rockford Village Office, Facebook (Rockford Rec),
and online at www.rockfordrec.com. Completed forms can be dropped off at the Rockford Village Office or mailed to
Rockford Rec.- PO Box 16- Rockford, OH 45882
Willshire
Ages: 5-15
Registration Deadline: April 1
Sign up Dates: Saturday, March 12 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the Willshire Legion, Thursday, March 17 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
at Lillie's Tin Ceiling (old Willshire Lions Club building)
If you cannot attend one of the registration dates, please mail the registration form and payment to Lynne Miller, PO Box
186, Willshire, OH 45898. Anyone having questions, please contact Lynne Miller at 419-495-2655 or millers99@woh.rr.com
Mendon
Ages: 4-12
Registration Deadline: April 1
Sign up Dates: Sunday, March 6 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at P&G Mini Mart, March 7-9 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at P&G Mini Mart
Registration forms can also be dropped off at the Mendon Library as well. If you have any questions, contact Josh Crouch
(419-790-0668), Amanda Crouch (419-790-0662), Kris Louth (419-790-7840), or Lisa Williams (419-233-2798).

Summer Softball and Baseball Registration
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High School News
Brought to you by PHS Senior Karie Gangwer

On Wednesday,  February 3, the sophomores at Parkway visited Vantage Career Center in Van Wert, OH.
Vantage Career Center offers Career Technical education for Parkway students in a variety of career fields
ranging from business and health careers to industrial trades.  Before visiting Vantage, students took an Ohio
Means Jobs survey to help identify career interests. The students then chose the two programs at Vantage

that they were most interested in and wanted to visit. The students
spent an hour at each program they chose learning about both the
education at Vantage and the career fields. Students who are
interested in attending Vantage and their parents were invited to
attend an open house at Vantage Career Center on February 22.
Students and their parents were able to tour the facilities and meet
the instructors.  Students have until  March 1 to apply to Vantage
Career Center. Applications are available on-line at
http://www.vantagecareercenter.com.

The 2016 winter homecoming ceremony took place on Friday, January 29 between
the JV and Varsity boys basketball games. The Parkway student council would like
to thank everyone in attendance for the ceremony and involved in the celebration.
After welcoming back the 2015 Homecoming Queen, Miss Terra Walls, the
attendants and their escorts were announced. The Freshman Attendant was Miss
Molly Baltzell, escorted by Jack Wehe; Sophomore Attendant, Miss Tayah Renner,
escorted by Andrew Baker; Junior Attendant, Miss Claudia Etgen, escorted by Justin
Barna. Next were the three Senior Attendants; Miss Jasmine Forman, escorted by
Sage Dugan; Miss Alli Harner, escorted by Hayden Lyons; Miss Allison Pancake,
escorted by Tanner Matthews. After all of the attendants and their escorts were on
the court, our 2016 Winter Homecoming Queen, Miss Jasmine Forman, was
announced and 2015 Queen, Terra Walls, presented the crown. Senior Class
President Mackaid Beery presented

the sash, Senior Hayden Lyons presented the bouquet of
flowers, Senior Sage Dugan presented the game ball, and
Senior Tanner Matthews presented her with the long awaited,
traditional homecoming kiss.

After the homecoming ceremony, the varsity boys basketball
team took to the court against the New Knoxville Rangers.
The Panthers suffered a tough loss to the Rangers in front of
the home crowd, but bounced back with an exciting win
against the Adams Central Jets on Saturday night before the
homecoming dance.

Congratulations to the attendants and to our 2016 Homecoming Queen, Miss Jasmine Forman.

Parkway Sophomores Visit Vantage Career Center

Winter Homecoming Celebrated at Parkway
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High School News

In Mr. Minnich’s civics classes students have been learning about how
policies and laws get changed. To help students learn the concept, each of
the four civics classes prepared presentations proposing a change to a policy
at Parkway High School. The students gathered information, conducted
surveys, and created graphs and charts to include in their presentations. The
students proposed their changes to high school principal, Mr. Brian
Fortkamp as well as to Mr. Minnich. The proposed changes presented by
the students included being able to carry cell phones  during the school day,
changing the senior trip, having a new life skills workshop, and the creation

of a Panthers Den, which would be an area designated for seniors to spend study hall and free time.

While all of the presentations were well done, Mr. Minnich and Mr. Fortkamp stated that the two that were
most convincing of the four were students being able to carry cell phones during school and the changing of
the senior trip. The class that presented the cell phone idea showed ways it would be beneficial to the
educational process. They also showed that they discovered other schools in our area including Celina, Fort
Recovery, Coldwater, St. Henry, Vantage, Van Wert, and Wapak allow
students to carry cell phones during the school day. They proposed that a
trial period of a few days would show that students are responsible enough
to have their cell phones with them and not let it be a distraction to education.
The class that proposed a change to the senior trip stated that seniors would
like to choose where they go for the trip because not everyone enjoys or
wants to go to Cedar Point. They proposed that every year the senior class
officers would be responsible for conducting a survey with the options of
where they could go for the senior trip and the most popular choice wins.
Some of the new senior trip ideas include the Columbus Zoo, Lake Erie, an overnight camping trip, and a
visit to an indoor water park.

Parkway Holds Second Blood Drive of Year

On Wednesday, February 3, Parkway held their second Red Cross blood
drive of the year. Parkway students and staff as well as community members
donated approximately 45 units of blood.

Because of extreme weather and other tragedies, the blood supply is currently
very low in our country.  There are many opportunities available to donate
blood. To find blood drives in our area, you can go to
http://www.redcrossblood.org. In order to give blood, you must be at least

17 years old (16 if you have a parent or guardians permission), meet height and weight requirements (at least
110 pounds based on height), and be in good general health. The donation process is simple and quick and
by donating just one pint of blood, you could save the lives of up to three people.

 Civics Classes Make
Policy Change Presentations
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Brought to you by PHS Sophomore Sophie Prichard
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Middle School Students of the Month
5th – Bryce Stearns - Bryce is one of the hardest working students in the 5th grade. He always gives 100% to any
activity in which he is involved, and that is reflected in his grades. Bryce is also helpful to any student who needs
assistance, and is a great team member when working in a group. Bryce is the son of David and Sara Stearns.

6th – Makenzie Stephenson - Makenzie comes to class every day with a positive attitude. She is a very hard worker
and is always ready to learn. She is a good role model to others and
always treats teachers and other students with respect. Makenzie is the
daughter of John Stephenson and Amanda Haver.

7th – Graham Farmer - Graham has been an excellent participant in class
as well as displaying other wonderful student qualities such as following
teacher instruction, work ethic, and assisting others. Graham is the son
of Jeff and Jennifer Farmer.

8th – Rachel Barrett - Rachel Barrett is a hardworking, fun, and energetic
person who the teachers can count on to give her best. She is respectful
and positive, maintaining a growth mindset even when things are
difficult. Rachel is a great example to her peers and represents Parkway
extremely well. Rachel is the daughter of David and Jennifer Barrett.

82 Parkway students, 20 chaperones, and 2 staff members are preparing for the annual 8th grade Washington D.C. trip.
This year’s trip will be held April 11 -16.  One of the biggest challenges is the funds required to make this trip a reality
for many of the families.

On behalf of the 8th grade class, we would like to thank the local organizations who are helping sponsor this trip. The
Rockford Eagles Ladies’ Auxiliary hosted a Purse Bingo, which raised $2,000, the Rockford American Legion donated
$702, and the Rockford/Willshire/Mendon Lions Club held a Fish Fry which raised over $2,600. We are very grateful
for these organizations and their efforts to help fund our trip!

8th Graders Prepare for Washington DC – Local Organizations Contribute

Rockford Eagles Ladies’ Auxiliary
 Brian Woods, President Candy

Courtney, Past Madame President
Peggy Serviss

Rockford American Legion
Tony King and Brian Woods

Rockford/Willshire/Mendon Lions Club
Bill Grier, Brian Woods, Loren
Shindeldecker, and Kevin Krall.
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8th Graders Have Fun with Hour Of Code

Parkway Middle School students in the 8th grade have been
learning about technology and having fun with a program called
"Hour of Code." This is a website that allows anyone, anywhere
in the world to organize an Hour of Code. There are many
tutorials on this website and they can be in over 40 languages.
The students did an online video chat with an instructor from
this website, it was a new and exciting way for students to learn.
There are different themes students can choose from to create
their Hour of Code, such as Star Wars, Minecraft, and Anna
and Elsa from Frozen. Star Wars seems to be the most popular
theme for the Parkway students.  While creating their code,
students can do things such as dragging and dropping blocks
of code or using JavaScript from the blocks. The code the students build is like a galaxy formed from all
the blocks they have used. This program is all about teaching students the basics of computer programming
and being able to do it on their own. More than 100,000 code events have been held around the world
and there  about 2 million students who have participated in the Hour of Code from all around the world.
Students are encouraged to keep testing their brains and have a fun learning experience with this website.

Middle School Starts Pep Club
Parkway Middle School teachers and students have been talking about ways to increase school spirit this
year. As a result, Parkway Middle School has started a Pep Club. This club is to support the sports teams and
athletes competing and to show great sportsmanship. The students and staff felt that it is important to support
their school in the best way possible and  to show good character coming from our students. Members of the
Pep Club make signs supporting the teams and the members not involved in the sporting events go out and
support the teams by attending the games. The students dress up and do different themes for the games to
make them more fun and it sets a good mood for all of the parents and families also in attendance. It is good
for adults to see their children coming together and having fun with one another while being so positive and
interactive with their school. Students participating in Pep Club are learning the importance of a team. They
are learning how everyone can be a part of the team, not just the students who are playing. Every time one

of our teams takes home a win, the Pep Club will be a
part of it and even when our teams don’t win, the Pep
Club will be there to encourage them. As a community
we love to see our students
supporting each other, and it
is one of the best ways for
students to build  good
character. Pep Club will
affect students in a good way
and that is exactly what we,
as a school, want to see.
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IWonder is a collection of safe, reliable websites to support student exploration and Ohio’s Learning
Standards in grades 3-9. IWonder, from INFOhio, gives students a great place to start when they: need help
with homework, want a fun way to practice skills such as vocabulary or math, or want to explore a topic
that interests them. IWonder includes the "best of the best" sites hand selected by Ohio school librarians.
These websites contain reliable information that supports what students are learning in school presented in
an easy-to-use, engaging way. New sites are added regularly, so students are sure to discover something
new every time they visit. What's more, we encourage students to submit their favorite sites. There are even
sites to help students explore careers and learn how to manage money.

IWonder Available to Students

Parkway FFA students, Job Beair, Shay Pond, Taylor Hesse, Chanel Walls, Laura Barrett, and Gage Etgen
have started the Partners in Active Learning (PALS) program. The PALS program is a mentoring program
that matches FFA members with elementary students to teach young students about the science and business
of agriculture. Once a month the FFA members go to Mrs. Kirby’s second grade class to teach them about
agriculture. Topics that the elementary students have learned about this year include: pumpkins, turkeys,
and apples. FFA student Job Beair says “It is a good experience for us and the kids have a lot of fun too.”
The point of having this connection is to get the kids involved and understand how important agriculture
is in today’s society. Thank you to Mrs. Kirby and her class for continuing to allowing PALS to come
teach!

FFA PALS Program Kicks Off

The Black & Gold Unfold is
created by high school students
in the School Publications
class. The advisory committee
for this publication includes
Superintendent Greg Puthoff,
High School Principal Brian
Fortkamp, Middle School
Principal Brian Woods,
Elementary Principal Mark
Esselstein, and Advisor Curtis
Hamrick. If you have any
questions, comments, or
concerns about this
publication, please email them
to Mr. Hamrick at
hamricc@parkwayschools.org
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Students Celebrate the 100th

Day of School

Students in the first grade celebrated the 100th day of school. They did many things that involved 100 such as:

● Students and teachers dressed like they were 100 years old

● Wrote 100 words

● Made a snack that consisted of 100 pieces

● Wrote sentences about things that they would like
100 of and things they would not like 100 of

● Wrote their names as many times as they could in
100 seconds

● Did 100 exercises

● Made 100th day crowns

● Colored and graphed 100

●  And finally read 100 words all in celebration of the 100th day of school.

The second graders have been learning about coins and counting
money. On January 20, Mr. Rod Stover from Citizens National
Bank came to Mrs. Bruns’ class to speak to the students about
money and banking. Later in the week the students connected
math with social studies and did a quarter scavenger hunt. The

students traveled
to each second
grade classroom
to locate
quarters from
each of the 50
states and
colored each
state on the US
map as they
found them.

Counting Around The States Parkway Holds Elementary
Basketball Camp

Students woke up early on Saturday,
January 30 to attend Parkway’s
basketball camp. At camp Coach
Bates and Coach Stover taught the
students the basics of ball handling,
dribbling, and
shooting. They
taught students
about how to
become better
and showed
them skills they
can use when
they get to play
at higher grade
levels.


